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Policy:  Security Policy – Electronic Information Systems  
 
Policy Ref:  AP/7CA/SP103 
 
Approved By:  Deputy Principal  
 
Date: January 2019    
 
Signature: 
 

 

1. Statement of Intent and Scope 

1.1. The policy covers:  
 

• the deployment and use of the College’s electronic information systems (i.e. all 
computers, peripheral equipment, software and data) within and between Lakes 
College - West Cumbria property, or belonging to the college but located elsewhere. 

• the use of information systems not owned by the college and located outside of its 
property, where such use is affected from or via equipment located on college property, 
or by equipment belonging to the college. 

• all use of the college’s data and or communication network 
• the security of hardware, software and data; the security of personnel using information 

systems; and the security of the college’s assets that may be placed at risk by misuse 
of information systems. 
 

1.2. In respect of copyright and data protection aspects, the policy covers the use of 
information systems not owned by the college or located on its property, but used by 
college learners, staff or representatives for study or business purposes connected with 
the college. 

 
2. Objectives 

2.1. Lakes College seeks to protect its assets from loss and to provide a secure working 
environment for its learners and staff.  This needs to be balanced against the desire to 
make the full use of the potential of technology for working and learning as defined in the 
Teaching, Learning & Assessment Strategy.  The objectives of this policy are to ensure 
as far as is reasonably possible that: 

 
• the college's assets are secure against loss by theft, fraud, malicious or accidental 

damage, or breach of privacy or confidence, and  
• the college is protected from damage or liability resulting from use of its facilities for 

purposes contrary to the law of the land or against the rules and regulations sanctioned 
by the college’s governing body. 

  

http://sp.lcwc.ac.uk/colab/Strategic-Planning/Lakes%20College%20Active%20Strategies/Lakes%20College%20Active%20Strategy%20-%20Teaching,%20Learning%20and%20Assessment.docx
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3. Legislation and Other Policy 

3.1. The policy is to be read in the context of the following legislation: 
 

• Data Protection Act 2018 
• Human Rights Act 1998 
• Regulation of Investigatory Powers Act 2000 
• Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988 
• Computer Misuse Act 1990 
• Criminal Justice and Public Order Act 1994 
• Freedom of Information Act 2000 
 

and any other relevant legislation. 
 
3.2. The college has adopted as policy the Guidance (Appendix 3) issued by the Universities 

and Colleges Information Systems Association on the Computer Misuse Act. 
 
3.3. The college is obliged to comply with, and endorses, the following: 
 

• JANET Acceptable Use Policy, (Appendix 4), issued by the United Kingdom Education 
and Research Networking Association 

• Code of Conduct on the Use of Software and Datasets, issued by the Joint Information 
Systems Committee of the Department for Education 

 
4. Application of the Policy 

4 
4.1 Enforcement 

 
It is the specific responsibility of the Digital Services Manager to ensure that the policy is 
carried out. 
 

4.2      Individual Responsibility 
 
All learners and staff have a personal responsibility to ensure that they, and others who 
may be responsible to them, are aware of and comply with the policy. 
 

4.3  Breach 
 

It is the duty of the Digital Services Manager to take appropriate action to prevent 
breaches of the policy.  Where such action is outside of this remit, the Digital Services 
Manager will notify the appropriate Director or Business Support Manager. 
 

4.4 Review and Audit 
 
The Digital Strategy Group is responsible for regular review of the policy ensuring that 
the policy is appropriate for the protection of the College's interests. 
 

  

http://www.opsi.gov.uk/acts/acts1990/ukpga_19900018_en_1.htm
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5. Acceptable Use 

Acceptable use is defined as use for the purposes of:  
  

• Teaching and learning  
• Research  
• Personal educational development  
• Administration and management of college’s business  
• Development work and communication associated with the above  
• Consultancy work contracted to the college 
• Reasonable use of computer facilities for personal correspondence, where not 

connected with any commercial activity, is at present regarded as acceptable where 
this use does not interfere with work or study commitments.  

 
5.1 The Acceptable Use Policy (Appendix 1), which forms part of the college’s rules, are 

binding on all learners and will form part of the contract of employment for staff. The 
rules will be regularly reviewed by the Digital Strategy Group for adequacy.  

 
5.2 It is college policy that there will be guidelines set out in a Code of Good Conduct 

(Appendix 2) which will be reviewed regularly by the Digital Strategy Group and 
circulated to all members of the college.  Users are expected to abide by this code. 

 
5.3 It is college policy that all use of the facilities shall be lawful, honest and decent, and 

shall have regard to the rights and sensitivities of other people. 
 
5.4 The Digital Services Manager has responsibility to take all reasonable steps to stop 

unacceptable use of information systems.  This responsibility will be discharged through 
the Computer Services department, which will be guided on policy issues by the Digital 
Strategy Group and appropriate external bodies. 
 

6. Registration 

6.1 The following are eligible to register as users:  
 

• any learner on a course leading to a recognised qualification taught within and awarded 
by the college, or other full-time learner of the college;  

• any person holding a contract of employment with the college;  
• any person recommended by college managers for the approval of the Digital Services 

Manager. 
 
6.2 With the exception of access to material intended for the general public, use of 

information systems and networks shall be restricted to registered users.  The Digital 
Services Manager or relevant manager, as appropriate, has responsibility for 
implementing such access restrictions. 
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7. Advice and Training 

7.1 It is the responsibility of the Digital Services Manager to ensure that all users are made 
aware of the risks of security breaches and of their responsibility to take adequate 
precautions. 

 
7.2 It is college policy that good practice relating to security should be a concern of all IT   

training. 
 
7.3 Documentation and publicity of IT facilities shall contain relevant advice on good 

practice relevant to security. 
 
8. Physical Security 

8.1 Equipment will be secured against theft and damage to a level that is cost-effective.  
 
9. Operational Practice 

9.1 It is the responsibility of the Digital Services Manager to attend to the following:  
 

• securing the integrity of data and code held and processed on the college's information 
systems; 

• securing the integrity of all computers; 
• ensuring that there is no storage of inappropriate material on College systems; 
• in the event of a suspected security breach, enforcing appropriate restrictions to the 

service until confidence is restored; 
• provision of appropriate security tools for use by learners and staff on computers under 

their control; 
• provision of effective controls on access to restricted facilities (e.g. administrative 

computers). 
 

9.2 It is the responsibility of the computer user to attend to the following:  
 

• taking appropriate security precautions in respect of computers under his/her control; 
• observing good practice recommendations for security in respect of facilities provided 

on multi-access computers and networks. 
 

9.3 Damage to equipment, software or data resulting from failure to observe this policy is 
deemed to be the responsibility of the defaulter. 

 
9.4 Control of access to personal data is the remit of the Deputy Principal, who will ensure 

that information about rights and responsibilities under the Data Protection Act (2018) is 
made available. 
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10. Monitoring 

The Digital Services Manager or the relevant manager, as appropriate, is responsible for 
ensuring that usage of resources will be logged in sufficient detail to identify defaulters 
where technically possible. 

 
10.1 The Digital Services Manager will authorise computer support staff whose duties require 

it to monitor and police the use of computer facilities.  Monitoring data will be collected 
only to assist investigation of a suspected security breach or other misuse. 
 

10.2 Computer support staff shall not monitor personal information except in specific 
instances where a suspected breach of security or other substantive offence requires it.   
Every such incident will be reported to the college Principal, where the suspected 
offender is a learner, or otherwise to the Human Resources Manager/Deputy Principal 
Finance and Corporate Services.  Details of the incident will be logged. 
 

10.3 The Digital Services Manager is empowered to authorise a software audit of college 
equipment, where it is deemed necessary. 
 

11. Duties of System Administrators 

11.1 System administrators have responsibility for maintaining the integrity of computer 
systems and data held on them, and for ensuring the systems are not misused. 
 

11.1 System administrators are provided with privileged access to computer systems in order 
to carry out their responsibilities.  They have a duty to use such privilege at all times in a 
professional manner and within the interest of the college. 
 

11.2 The Digital Services Manager is responsible for ensuring that the duties of system 
administrators are carried out. 
 

11.3 The Digital Services Manager will publish and maintain details of system administrators 
and the domain of their responsibilities. 
 

12. Appendices 

Appendix 1 Acceptable Use Policy  
Appendix 2 Code of Conduct 
Appendix 3 Guidance on Computer Misuse Act 
Appendix 4 JANET Acceptable Use Policy - links 
 
13. References 

Learner Disciplinary  
Disciplinary Procedure for Staff 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://sp.lcwc.ac.uk/depsites/quality/Policies-and-Procedures/Master%20Files/Learner%20Disciplinary.docx
http://sp.lcwc.ac.uk/depsites/quality/Policies-and-Procedures/Master%20Files/Disciplinary%20Procedure%20for%20Staff.docx
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APPENDIX 1 
 
 

Acceptable Use Policy 
Contents 
 
This document is the Acceptable Use Policy (the “AUP”) which must be followed and 
accepted by all users of the College’s electronic information systems (the “network”).   
“User” refers to anyone who has access to the College network, whether they are an 
employee, learner or other person authorised to use the network. 
 
The ability to use the College’s network (including email and the internet) provides many 
opportunities for the College as it facilitates the gathering of information and communication 
with fellow employees, learners, customers and other contacts.  However, this access opens 
up the College to new risks and liabilities.  It is therefore essential that all users of the 
network read this Acceptable Use Policy, and make themselves aware of the potential 
liabilities involved in using the College’s network. 
 
The College has an overall Security Policy governing the management of electronic 
information systems. 
 
In addition, the College's ICT Policy Group has issued a Code of Conduct as guidelines of 
expected behaviour and good practice when using the College’s network. 
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1. Acceptable Use Policy 

1.1 The College has the right to monitor any and all aspects of its telephone and 
computer system that are made available to you and to monitor, intercept and / or 
record any communications made by users, including telephones, e-mail or Internet 
communications.  To ensure compliance with this policy or for any other purpose 
authorised under the Telecommunications (Lawful Business Practice) (Interception of 
Communications) Regulations 2000 users are hereby required to expressly consent 
to the College doing so.  In addition the College wishes to make you aware that 
Close Circuit Television (CCTV) is in operation for the protection of employees and 
learners. 

1.2 Permission needs to be sought from the Digital Services Manager or Deputy Principal 
Finance and Corporate Services to review network use history, including email/web 
history, if inappropriate use is suspected. 

1.3 Electronic information systems administered by Lakes College West Cumbria may be 
used only by learners and staff of the College and other persons authorised in writing 
by the Digital Services Manager. 

1.4 The information systems are used on the understanding that the College will not 
accept any liability whatsoever for loss, damage, or expense which may result from 
the computing facilities, except to the extent that such loss, damage, injury or 
expense are attributed to negligence or breach of statutory duty on the part of the 
College or any of its servants or agents acting in their capacity as such. 

1.5  Access gained through permitted use of the College's computers to other computing 
centres and facilities linked to those at this College is governed by this Acceptable 
Use Policy, in addition to any rules in force for use of the facilities at the remote site. 

1.6 Your ability to connect to other computer systems through the network does not imply 
a right to connect to those systems or to make use of those systems unless 
authorised to do so.  You should not alter or copy a file belonging to another user 
without first obtaining permission from the creator of the file. 

1.7 Usernames and other allocated resources shall be used only by the registered 
holder.  Users shall maintain a secure password to control access to their usernames 
on multi-user systems.  Sharing of usernames will not be permitted save in 
exceptional circumstances by prior agreement of the Digital Services Manager. You 
are responsible at all times for safeguarding your passwords for the system.  For 
reasons of security your individual password should not be printed, stored on-line or 
given to others.  User password rights given to users should not give rise to an 
expectation of privacy. 

1.8 No person shall by any wilful or deliberate act or by failure to act with due and 
reasonable care jeopardise the integrity of the computing equipment, its operating 
systems, systems programs or other stored information, or the work of other users, 
whether within the College or in other computing locations to which the facilities at 
the College allow connection. 

1.9 Unauthorised access to computer material (i.e. a program or data) and unauthorised 
modification of computer material are forbidden by law (Computer Misuse Act 1990) 
and by these Rules, which endorse the Guidance on the Computer Misuse Act 
(originally published by the Universities and Colleges Information Systems 
Association), copies of which may be obtained from Computer Services Department. 
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1.10 Use shall not be made of facilities at other locations if a charge for such use will be 
 incurred by the College unless such use has been authorised in writing by the 
 Digital Services Manager.  Any charges incurred in contravention of  this rule 
will be reimbursed by the user. 

1.11 Computer facilities available for use within the College may be used only for: 

• Learning and teaching 
• Research 
• Personal educational development 
• Administration and management of College business 
• Development work and communication associated with the above 
• Consultancy work contracted to the College 

 
1.12 Copyright applies to all text, pictures, video and sound, including those sent by e-mail 

or on the internet.  Files containing such copyright protected material may be 
downloaded, but not forwarded or transmitted to third parties without the permission 
of the author of the material or an acknowledgement of the original source of the 
material as appropriate. 

1.13 No person shall use, copy or transmit any software from College equipment unless a 
licence from the copyright holder is in force.  Any restrictions placed on the use of 
equipment administered by the College must be observed. 

1.14 College network users should not import non-text files or unknown messages on to 
the College’s system without first having them scanned for viruses. 

1.15 No person or persons shall use the College's information systems to hold or process 
personal data except in accordance with the provisions of the Data Protection Act 
1998.  Any person wishing to use the facilities to hold or process personal data shall 
be required to inform in advance the Digital Services Manager, to comply with any 
restrictions the College may impose concerning the manner in which the data may be 
held or the processing carried out. 

1.16 All use of the facilities shall be lawful, honest and decent, and shall have regard to 
the rights and sensitivities of other people. 

1.17 Users should not access, download or transmit any material which might reasonably 
be considered to be obscene, abusive, sexist, racist or defamatory.  Users should not 
make derogatory remarks about employees, learners, competitors or any other 
person.  Any written derogatory remark may constitute libel.  You should be aware 
that such material may also be contained in jokes sent by e-mail.  Such misuse of the 
network will be misconduct and will, in certain circumstances, be treated by the 
College as gross misconduct.  The College reserves the right to use the content of 
any user’s e-mail in any disciplinary process. 

1.18 Reasonable private use of the network is permitted but should not interfere with your 
work or study.  The contents of personal e-mails, sites and services accessed must 
comply with the restrictions set out in these guidelines.  Excessive private use of the 
network during working hours may lead to disciplinary action and may in certain 
circumstances be treated by the College as gross misconduct. 

1.19 By sending e-mails on the College’s system, you are consenting to the processing of 
any personal data contained within that e-mail and are explicitly consenting to the 
processing of any sensitive personal data contained in that e-mail.  If you do not wish 
the College to process such data you should communicate it by other means. 
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1.20 Computer and e-mail accounts are the property of the College and are designed to 
assist in the performance of your work.  You should, therefore, have no expectation 
to privacy in any e-mail sent or received, whether it is of business or personal nature. 

1.21 College users must never engage in political discussions through outside 
newsgroups using the College’s network. 

 
Breaches of this Acceptable Use Policy are offences under the rules of the College 
and are addressable under these rules. 
 
If after investigation it appears prima facie that a member of the College staff or a learner 
has acted in breach of these rules, he or she may be denied access to all computer facilities 
pending the conclusion of disciplinary proceedings against him or her. 
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The College has a Security Policy governing the use of the College’s electronic information 
systems (the “network”), and an Acceptable Use Policy (the “AUP”) which must be 
followed. 
 
In addition, the College's Digital Strategy Group has issued the following Code of Conduct 
as guidelines of expected behaviour and good practice when using the College’s network. 
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1. What you may use the College's network for 

Computers are provided primarily for academic purposes or for College business. There is 
no objection to your making reasonable use for personal purposes such as electronic mail or 
preparing CVs, providing you observe the following code: 
 

• Don't waste materials, or waste time on the computers to the detriment of others.  
• Don't send offensive, or unsolicited junk, or nuisance mail, attachments or 

messages.  Also remember mail might reach somebody for whom it was not 
intended. 

• Your use must be lawful, honest and decent, and must have regard to the rights and 
sensitivities of other people.  This means that any use that is or could be considered 
obscene or with the intent of annoying or offending somebody else is forbidden. 

• Don't use the College network for commercial gain. 
• The law requires that you don't hold any information in electronic form about living 

persons unless you are registered to do so. (see Section 9) 

2. Respect the equipment 

Please treat computer equipment with respect - it is there for your benefit. 
 

• Please be considerate of other people - avoid excessive noise or other nuisance. 
• No eating or drinking in whilst using computer equipment. 
• Don't run your own software on College computers or load software on to the 

computer unless you have explicit permission to do so from the Digital Services 
Department. 

• Don't delete, disable or tamper with any software provided by the College. 
• Don't tamper with the hardware or any network or power connections. 

3. Using the Network 

• Never attempt to gain access to another account (username or file store) unless you 
have been given explicit permission to do so by the Digital Services Manager.  If you 
do you are breaking the law. 

• Do not connect your own equipment to the network, with the exception of the LCWC-
Student wireless network which is provided for this use. 

4. Emails and the Internet 

• E-mails should be drafted with care.  Due to the informal nature of e-mail, it is easy 
to forget that it is a permanent form of written communication and the 
communication can be recovered even when it is deleted from your computer. 

• Try not to create e-mail congestion by sending trivial messages or unnecessarily 
copying e-mails.  Employees should regularly delete unnecessary e-mails to prevent 
over-burdening the system. 

• Make hard copies of e-mails which you wish to keep for record purposes. 
• You may want to obtain e-mail confirmation of receipt of important messages.  You 

should be aware that this is not always possible and may depend on the external 
system receiving your message.  If in doubt, telephone to confirm receipt of 
important messages. 

 



 
 
 

Lakes College West Cumbria Approved by :  Karen 
Wilson 
C:\Users\Markb\Onedrive - Lakes College - West Cumbria\2019-20\HE\Policies Update For Web Site Aug 2020\Security 
Policy.Docx Revision: 7 
 Due for Revision : 31/12/2020 
 Issued by QA : 03/01/2019 
 
 
13 of 19 

5. Look After Your Usernames and Passwords 

All learners and staff are entitled to use the computer network service.  Once learners have 
enrolled they will receive a username and password as part of the LRC induction; staff will 
receive this as part of their staff induction. 
 

• It's your responsibility to keep your logon details secure. Never allow anyone else 
access to it. 

• Keep your password secret; don't use your name, your partner's name, your car 
registration or anything else that someone might guess.  If you have to write it down, 
disguise it.  Change your password regularly.  If you think someone might have 
watched you typing it in, change it immediately. 

• Don't leave a logged-in session unattended, even for a moment. 
• Make sure you log out when you finish using the computer. 
• Never use anyone else's account, with or without their permission. 

6. Look After Your Equipment 

It's your responsibility to keep equipment under your control free from viruses or anything 
else with the potential of causing damage. The College uses virus protection software 
centrally and on all its computers. 

7. Look After Your Data 

You, not the College, are ultimately responsible for the security of your data.  If you hold 
important data on a multi-access computer, you should not rely entirely on the College's 
back-up procedures.  Wherever possible, keep an independent copy of your data. 
 
Power, disk and system failures usually take effect without warning; consider the 
consequences before you use the computers.  The following good practice is recommended: 
 

• Save your files at frequent intervals. 
• Keep your own multiple back-up copies of anything that is important. 
• Read the messages displayed at log-in on the Intranet or the Learning Zone; this 

facility is intended to warn you of any imminent service interruptions. 
 
It is sometimes possible to retrieve files that have been deleted accidentally, but you 
shouldn't rely on this feature.  When you leave the College your account and files will be 
deleted.  Any usernames provided for use on a particular course will be deleted at the end of 
the course.  It is your responsibility to take a copy of anything you need before you finish. 

8. Observe Copyright Restrictions 

Don't copy any software without permission. You should assume software is copyright 
unless you know otherwise. 
 
Don't copy any data without permission.  This includes copying text or graphics - whether by 
using a scanner or by typing it in.  The usual exceptions to copyright arrangements which 
allow you to photocopy parts of an article or book do not apply to the use of computers. 
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9. Respect Personal Information 

The college has a Data Protection Policy with which you should be familiar. 
 
You are obliged by law to keep any personal data secure, whether it is your own or someone 
else’s.  This means you should not share personal data with anyone who doesn’t need it, or 
send it by email without encrypting the information first.  Do not store personal data outside 
of the college network. 
 
As an example, do not take or transfer images of learners or staff without the express 
permission of the subject (or parents/carers as appropriate). 
 

10. Rules and Discipline 

You are bound by the college’s Security Policy and Acceptable Use Policy.  You will have 
received a copy when you joined the College and are reminded of them at each login to the 
College’s network.  You should ensure you are familiar with these Rules.  You can obtain 
another copy from the Learning Zone, the Intranet or the Computer Services Department. 
 
If you break the Rules: 
 

• Your permission to use College computers may be withdrawn. 
• You are also liable to disciplinary action under College procedures. 

 
If you believe you have been treated unfairly you have the right of appeal to the College 
Principal (if a learner) or the Human Resources Manager (if not a learner). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://sp.lcwc.ac.uk/depsites/quality/Policies-and-Procedures/Master%20Files/Data%20Protection%20Policy.docx
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1. Introduction 

The Computer Misuse Act became law in August 1990. Under the Act hacking and the 
introduction of viruses are criminal offences. Lakes College needs to co-operate to take 
action under the Act as the offences may potentially be committed by members of the 
college, students in particular, and are often perpetrated on machines or networks within the 
college. For offences committed the College may wish to use the speedier process of 
internal disciplinary measures (attached) rather than resort to the law. The aim of this 
Guidance is to ensure that colleges recognise the seriousness of these offences and to 
encourage a greater degree of common practice in dealing with the people who carry out 
these actions, whether action is taken under the criminal law or through the use of 
disciplinary procedures. 
 
The following sections describe the types of offence and suggest a range of internal 
penalties.  
 
2. Definition 

The Act identifies three specific offences:  
 

• Unauthorised access to computer material (that is, a program or data).  
• Unauthorised access to a computer system with intent to commit or facilitate the 

commission of a serious crime.  
• Unauthorised modification of computer material. 

 
The Act defines (1) (the basic offence) as a summary offence punishable on conviction with 
a maximum prison sentence of six months or a maximum fine of £2000 or both. The Act 
goes on to describe offences (2) and (3) as triable either summarily or on indictment, and 
punishable with imprisonment for a term not exceeding five years or a fine or both. These 
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sentences clearly reflect the perceived gravity of the offence and would imply that colleges 
should take an equally serious view of hacking or virus proliferation. 
 
Universities and Colleges are primarily concerned with preserving the integrity of shared 
academic computer systems and of all administrative systems. In the event of any problem 
the Digital Services Manager would expect to take immediate remedial and preventive action 
and would expect the institution to back them up in this action with penalties in place which 
would serve to discourage hacking, particularly the third category which could result in a 
student's work being destroyed or in a complete system failure. 
Definitions of Unauthorised Access in the Higher Education Context 
The offences described in the Act can be interpreted within the university and college scene 
and perhaps extend into areas which in the wider context would not be considered to be 
offences. The examples given below are intended as a guide to the seriousness of the 
offence and do not attempt to cover all eventualities. 
 
Example 1: Unauthorised Access to Computer Material 
This would include: using another person's identifier (ID or username) and password without 
proper authority in order to use data or a program, or to alter, delete, copy or move a 
program or data, or simply to output a program or data (for example, to a screen or printer); 
laying a trap to obtain a password; reading examination papers or examination results.  
 
The response to some actions will depend on the specific conditions of use in force. Take, 
for example, unauthorised borrowing of an identifier from another student in order to obtain 
more time for a computer project the student was required to complete. In this case both the 
student who borrowed the ID and the student who lent it would be deemed to have 
committed an offence.  
 
Example 2: Unauthorised Access to a Computer with intent. 
This would include: gaining access to financial or administrative records, but intent would 
have to be proved.  
 
Example 3: Unauthorised Modification of Computer Material.  
This would include: destroying another user's files; modifying system files; creation of a 
virus; introduction of a local virus; introduction of a networked virus; changing examination 
results; and deliberately generating information to cause a complete system malfunction. 
 
Universities and Colleges should recognise that action under disciplinary procedures is more 
effective if a similar view is taken across the sector and if institutions are prepared to 
discipline their students for offences carried out across the network on the facilities of other 
universities and colleges. It is desirable that as far as possible similar offences in different 
institutions carry similar penalties. 
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3. Action to Deal with Misuse 

Preventive Measures 
The simplest form of preventive action is publicity, and all opportunities should be used to 
make it clear that the universities and colleges do not tolerate this type of behaviour. The 
conditions of use for computing facilities should spell out the seriousness of these activities. 
 
Preliminary Action 
The status of the senior managers responsible for information systems can vary from one 
institution to another. It is assumed that in every university such senior managers have the 
authority to suspend access to the facilities for which they are responsible. The institution 
should support such action and ensure that managers with responsibility for local systems 
have the knowledge and the authority to take similar action. Such suspension of access 
would be a likely initial response to any misuse. 
 
Computer Security 
The then Computer Board circulated to universities in March 1989 advice on measures to 
combat hackers. With the Computer Misuse Act coming into force these measures assume 
even more importance. 
 
Identifying the Offender 
Finding and identifying someone who has hacked into or misused a system is a difficult and, 
above all, time consuming task. It is sometimes possible to identify the person uniquely. 
More often it relies on producing sufficient circumstantial evidence to persuade the offender 
to admit that he perpetrated the offence. 

 
4. Penalties under the Disciplinary Procedures 

Care needs to be taken when assessing the level of punishment. University and college 
disciplinary procedures may not need the strict proof required by criminal law and thus may 
need to consider only the balance of probabilities. However, institutions should ensure that 
the standard disciplinary procedures do satisfy the requirements of natural justice. A narrow 
line needs to be taken between making the penalties so severe that they are never 
implemented and being so lax that hacking and other misuse is treated as just a game. 

 
The least serious offences could be punished solely by temporary withdrawal of the facilities 
together with a formal warning from an appropriate person, such as tutor or head of 
department for a student or line manager for a member of staff. However, such a warning 
must be recorded, as a second offence clearly becomes much more serious. 
 
The next point on the scale could be a fine, for those universities which use such systems, or 
a fixed period, set at an appropriate level, of withdrawal of access to computing resources. 
For the more serious offences of category (2) and category (3) the minimum penalty should 
be withdrawal of all computing resources for a term but the normal penalty should clearly be 
more severe and commensurate with the degree of intent and seriousness of the offence. 
The consequential effects of withdrawal of facilities should be borne in mind, including the 
fact that consequential effects will vary in each case. For example, withdrawal could have 
the effect of forcing a student to repeat examinations or to repeat a year. If the person has 
already been warned, or if the disruption is intentional or severe, then more severe penalties 
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should be invoked. For a student it is suggested that they should not be allowed to continue 
the course. 

 
5. Initiating Legal Procedures 

Universities and colleges should be prepared to use the full powers of the Act for serious 
offences whether they originate within or without the higher education sector. It is normally 
the responsibility of the Police to initiate any action, but for a prosecution to be successful, 
evidence needs to be collected and kept as soon as misuse is suspected. Universities could 
well need to seek technical and legal advice early in the proceedings. 

 
6. Summary 

• The definitions of computer misuse in the Act should be used. 
• A range of penalties, matched to the offence, should be recognised, from 

suspension of use of computer facilities for varying lengths of time, through fines to 
the ultimate sanction of being sent down; legal sanctions should be invoked where 
appropriate. 

• Second and subsequent offences should be treated increasingly more severely than 
first offences. 

• Offences committed on other the facilities of other institutions should be treated at 
least as severely as offences committed on local machines. 

 
7. References: 

Computer Misuse Act 1990, Chapter 18, ISBN 0-10-5418900.  
Computer Board paper: Specific Measures to Combat Hacking, March 1989.  
Learner Disciplinary  
Disciplinary Procedure for Staff 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://sp.lcwc.ac.uk/depsites/quality/Policies-and-Procedures/Master%20Files/Learner%20Disciplinary.docx
http://sp.lcwc.ac.uk/depsites/quality/Policies-and-Procedures/Master%20Files/Disciplinary%20Procedure%20for%20Staff.docx
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APPENDIX 4 
  

JANET Acceptable Use Policy 
 
 
 
The latest version of the JANET Acceptable Use Policy can be found here: 
 
https://community.jisc.ac.uk/library/acceptable-use-policy 
 
JANET(UK) Contact Details and URLs 
 
JANET Terms:     
https://community.jisc.ac.uk/library/janet-policies/terms-provision-janet-service 

JANET Policies:  
https://community.jisc.ac.uk/library/janet-policies 

JANET Service Desk: service@ja.net, 0870 850 2212 

JANET CSIRT: irt@csirt.ja.net, 0870 850 2340 

 

https://community.jisc.ac.uk/library/acceptable-use-policy
https://community.jisc.ac.uk/library/janet-policies/terms-provision-janet-service
https://community.jisc.ac.uk/library/janet-policies
mailto:service@ja.net
mailto:irt@csirt.ja.net
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